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“« The-Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Covent Garden Cheatre. 

We never could discover the reason why plays, if not the dullest, at 
least the most difficult to be comprehended by ordinary capacities, 
should be selected to amuse holyday audiences, who go solely with the 
idea of being made laugh, and who consequently await the Pantomime 
with an impatience so audibly expressed, as to completely prevent the 
enjoyment of the few persons who may be disposed to mix rational en- 
joyment with mere amus>ment. Plays might be selected either splendid 
or interesting enough to keep the Christmas audiences quiet ; but they 
must not be such ones as last night. Probably the grave-digging scene, 
and the funeral of Ophelia, were the only portions of the noble Tra- 
gedy of Haméet, that at all came within the comprehension of the ma- 
jor part of the numerous audience assembled. Perhaps, this was the 
less to be regretted, as the Hamlet of Mr. C. Kemble, and the Ophe- 
lia of Miss Jarman are certainly not the first on the stage, or the best 
calculated characters to exhibit the talents of these performérs to the 
greatest advantage. The Pantomime again went off withthe same 
niecety of management, as regards the machivery, which we have be- 
fore had oceasion to praise. 


Drucp Zane Theatre. 
Tne Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet was performed at this Theatra 
last night. - The Romeo of Mr. Kean, jun. will only do for holiday au- 
diences :—this young man appears to have the faults of age without 
the redeeming excellencies of youth in his style of acting. Mr.J.Vining 
represented Z'ybalé with great spirit and propriety, and was, on his 
fall, rewarded with considerable and distinguished applause. 
Surrey.—This evening, Pizarro; to conelude with the new Grand 
Pantomime. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 
Sir,---Having been a witness of Mr. Cooper’s ‘vain attempt to per- 
sonate the youthful and ardent Romeo, curiosity led me to attend the 
Theatre on Monday evening, in the hope of seeing something nearer 
the mark in young Kean; but oh! what a falling off was there!—~ 
Why, Sir, we got from bad. to worse, for a more'lame and: impotent 
endeavour could not beimagined. Really it is most lamentable that 
sueh a talented young lady as Miss Phillips should be so cruelly ¢ut 
up; surely the Managers might engage some one better calculated to 
support her in the more juvenile characters ; for instance, Mr. Vining, 
who has been playing with decided success at the Haymarket for some 
years, performed it at that Theatre last summer ; you yourself, Sir, 
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lauded the performance bighly, and ‘The Times’ newspaper went so 
far as to give almost unqualified praise. ‘Then what reason can there 
be fer depriving the town of the talents of this gentleman, who is evi- 
dently not under a provincial engagement, as I have repeatedly seen 
him of late witnessing the performance at one or other of the Theatres. 

In conclusion, permit me to assure you, I know nothing of Mr. Vin- 
ing beyond his merit as an actor, and I do firmly believe, that if the 
opportunity were afforded him, he weuld (te borrow a pbrase from 
‘The Times’) astonish the play-going public. 

Iam, with the highest respect, 

Dec. 26. A SupsensiBeER, AND AN OLD PLAy-GogR. 








To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Ma, Epizor—ZJust wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope | don't in- 
trude—but will you excuse me—I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the 
Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday—i shall be fowad seated at the Diorama, in the Regent’s Park, 
apziously admiring the two new Views, the charming Villege of Unterseen, 
and the Cloisters of St.Wandrille—quite bewitching ! About two, I pop in to 
see Mr. Burford’s enchanting View of Sydney, in New South Wales, and the 
Gity and Bay of Genoa, in Leicester Square. On my return, I view his Ex- 
hibition of The Battle of Navarino, and Paris, Strand—very beauiiful. 

On Tuesday, I wander through the various Lepartments of that popular and 
attractive Lounge, the Royal Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, and view The British 
Diorama, The Descent from the Cross, and the French Child, with the singular 
inseription of ‘ Napoleon, Empereur,’ in its eyes. 

Wednesday, I step into The Cosmorama, Regent Street--every day crowded 
—charming illusion—the effect of sunshine and shade astonishing--wander thro’ 
Rome, Switzerland, Valley of Lauterbroun, and take a peep at the Grand Sul- 
tana, and the Seraglio, at Constantinople. 1n the afternoon, I qualify Mrs. P.’s 
discordant notes with some harmony divine, and may be found between 1 and 
4 0’clock, at The Apollonicon ; in St. Martin's Lane. 

On Thursday, [step into Mr. J. J. Vallotton’s, French Bazaar, 1, Old Caven- 
dish Street, to see his New Invented Gold, which is Manufactured into every 
Fashionable Article—surpasses every thing that has been invented in this Coun- 
try for Elegance and Durability—always remember Mrs, Pry in my purchases— 
charming woman! In the evening, I drop into Covent Garden Theatre—Mor- 
ton’s Sublime end Beautiful attracts great houses—Miss Hughes's singing de- 
lightfgl—shall certainly pay my friend, Alexander Lee, a visit at 86, Quadrant, 
and buy ‘ The Hunter’s Signal Horn,’ and ‘ The Lover’s Chains.’ 

On Friday, I shall look in on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his Fancy 
Glass-working Exhibition—an ingenious pretty Workshop. Afterwards, I 
drop in te examive Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester Square. 

un Saturday, after dinner, Mrs. Pry amuses me with neighbouring tattle, 
while we sip charming Port or Sherry, had from the eheap Lendon and West 
minster Wine and Spirit Company, Strand. 

Not to be out of fashion, I drop inat THe Crear Divan, King Street, Co- 
gent Garden ;—with first-rate Cigars, excellent Coffee, the Magazines, News- 
papers, &c. (for, as Mingle says, ‘* there are lots !’") I whirl away an hour— 
get my box filled with prime snuff, and then for the Fheatres—but I, intrude, 
beg pardon. Your’s, PAUL PRY. 

P, 8. Called in at Wybrow’s Music Warehouse—saw Sidney Waller—gave 

a copy of ** Love from the Heart,’’—-annexed a full-length portrait of the 
¢ arming Miss Loye, ss Don Giovanni, by Gauci—excellent tikeness—asked 

im are Love’s last new song,—‘t The Lightest Bark’’—beautiful melody— 
great bit, 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the new Drama of 


Charles the XIIth. 


Charles the Twelfth, Mr W. FARREN, Major Vanberg, Mr COOPER, 
Adem Brock, Mr LISTON, Triptolemus Maddlework, Mr HARLEY, 
Uirice, Miss E. TREE, Eudiga, Miss LOVE. 


After which, the Farce of 


THE HAUNTED INN. 


Capt. Levant, Mr JONES, Trot, Mr HARLEY, Tadpole, Mr LISTON. 
Jenny Tuft, Mrs ORGER. 


After which, (4th time) a Grand Comic Pantomime, entitled 


The Queen Bee; 


Or, Harlequin and the Fairy Hive. 
Invented and Produced by Mr Barrymore—The Music by R. Hughes 
The Queen Bec, Miss PINCOTT, Rose Rifle, Miss LANE, 
Pea Blossom, Miss BALLIN, Honey Suckle, Miss VALLANCY, 
May Bud, Miss CHIKINI, Lilly Love, Miss M7HENRY, 
Heatber Bell, Miss PEARCE, Humming Bees, &c. &c. 
The Drone, Mr ALFRED, Fortuna, Miss NICOL. 
Harlequin Senior, Mr BARNES, The Doubtful Son, Mr HOWELL, 
Master Agile Harlequin, Master CHIKINI, 
PiceaninnyHarlequin, Mas.LANE, AngelicaHarlequin, MissFENTON 
Pierot, Mr USHER, Scaramouch, Master WIELAND, 
Clown, Mr SOUTHBY, The Widow Pantaling, Mr BARTLETT, 
Little Margary, Miss RYAL, ‘The Manager, Mr FENTON, 
The Bottle Imp, Mr USHER, The French Child, Miss JOSEPHINE, 
The Bohemian Brothers, (with a National Melody) 

Mons. Sauteur, Mas. BAKER, Miss Giblet, Master WIELAND, 
New Married Couple, Mr CATHIE and Mrs WEBSTER. 
NEW. SCENERY. 

Scene 1 The Fairy Hive (Marinari) 2 Queen Bee’s Palace by Moon- 
light (Andrews) 3 Harlequin’s Country House (Andrews) 4 Har- 
Jequin’s Bed Room (Marinari) 65 Brick Fields, at Islington (An- 
drews) 6 An increasing Neighbourhood 7 Bull and Mouth, Re- 
gent Street (Adams) 8 Exterior of a Country Theatie (Franklin) 
9 Opera Colonnade 10 Royal Bazaar, Oxford Street (Adams)— 
11 New Diorama, with Stanfield’s Grand Moving Picture, represent- 
ing the following Views :—Spithead at Sunrise, Entrance te Ports- 
mouth Harbour—The Dock Yard—Upper Harbour—Gosport—Mo- 
ther Bank, Isle of Wight, with the Royal Yacht Club, introdueing 
the Exhibition of Cowes Regatta—The Needles by Moonlight— 
The Ocean—The Rock of Gibraltar (Stanfield) 12 A Village near 
London (Andrews) 13 A Statute Fair, (Marinari) introducing 
the Surprising Foreign Dwarf 14 Butcher’sShop &Dancing Academy 
(Andrews) 15 The Upper Story 16 Picturesque,.Landscape. 17 
Ahode of Idieness, (Andrews) 18 Temple of ladustey (Marinarl). 











Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening,.(4th time) a new Drama, in five acts, called 


WOMAN’s LOVE. 


Andrea, Duke of Saluzzo, Mr C. KEMBLE, Peganus, Mr DIDDEAR, 
Valerio, Mr RAYMOND, GQualtier, Mr EGERTON, 
Manso, Mr BARTLEY, Aurelio, Mr WARDE, Petronio, MrBAKER. 
Bianca, Miss JARMAN, Rosamond,MissSCOTT, Livia,MrsVINING. 
After which, (4th time) a new Grand Comic Pantomime, ¢alled 
HARLEQUIN AND 


Little ited Riding Hood 
Or, the VWeizard und the Wolf. 


Invented and Produced by Mr Fariey—Music by Watson & Wodarch 
The Wizard, or Brown Man ‘of the Hill, Mr EVANS, 
Humpo, his Son...... (changed to the Wolf,)......Mr E.J. PARSLOE, 
Barley-dust, (afterwards Pantaloop,, MrT. BLANCHARD, 
Colin, bis Apprentice,.,....(afterwards Harlequin,)......Mr ELLAR, 
Granny Rose, (afterwards Clown,) Mr J. 8. GHIMALDI, 
Millers, Messrs. ‘Tinney, Miller, Shegog, Tett, S. Tett, Irwin, &c. 
Bucheron, Mr HENRY, French Postilion, Mr F. SUPTON, 
Driver of the Diligence, Kir COLLETYT,  Cobler, Mr MILLER, 
The Yacht Club, Messgs. Austin, Heath, Sutton, &e, 

The Genivs of the Rose, (Protectress of Rose,) Miss WATSON, 
Rose, called Rose d’Amowr, (Afterwards Colombise,) Miss EGAN, 

NEW SCENERY... 
Scene 1 The Chaotic Dwelling of the Wizard, which disappears and 
shews the.City of Rouen; in Normandy [Grieve] 2 The River 
Seine, and the Cathedral of Rouen, with the Bridge of Boats, the 
Miller’s House and Mill [W. Greive] 3 The Forest of Nouvelles, 
with Granny Rose’s Cottage, by Sunset [Greive] 4 Inside of 
Granoy Rose’s Cottage [T. Grieve] 5 ‘Phe Rosy Bower [Ditto] 
6 Outside of the Messagerie Royalé [W, Grieve] 7 Distant View 
of the Isle of Wight, at the time of the Regatta [T. Grieve]— 
8 The Gates and the High Street of Southampton [ W. Grieve |— 
9 Landscape aud Inn [T. Grieve] 10 the New Post Office [Ditto | 
11 Doctor’s Shop, and his seighbour, the'Undertaker’s [ Findlay ]--- 
12 Opening of St. Katharine’s Docks, with Vessels | W. Grieve] 
13 Outside of Sadler’s Repository [Findlay] 14 St. Dunstan’s 
Church—Temple bar—and Fleet Street, by Moonlight [W. Griege] 
15 Waterlov Bridge, at a distance by night [Grieve] 16° The 
Nursery Ground [Grieve] 17 The Precocious Academy [Findlay] 
18 Poreibasilartikasparbosporas ; or, The Russians’ Route to the 
Dardanelles: Comprehending the following Scenery :—St. Péters- 
burgh, Mountaiss and Fortresses. The Night Watch. Ambus- 
‘cade and Battle. The halt of the Caravan in the Desert, at Sunset ; 
‘The approach throngh the Dardanelles to the Castle of the Seven 
Towers, and general View of Constantinople—The Whole Painted 
by Mr. Roberts. 19 Grecian Ruins [Grieve] 20 The Palace of 
Roses [W. G@rieve.] 
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